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CHAPTER 1 Introduction

What is ID Card Maker?

Welcome to ID Card Maker, the world�s leading software for the creation of digital 
photo ID badges! ID Card Maker combines database, badge design, image capture, 
point-and-click hardware setup, and badge printing all from within one user-
friendly interface. 

ID Card Maker comes in three versions: Level I, Level II, Level III. The difference 
between them is the absence or presence of "features�, which add functionality to 
ID Card Maker versions. Level I is the lowest and level III is the version with the 
most features.

The features are controlled by the "security key" or "dongle" that comes with your 
software. The dongle plugs into the printer port on your computer, and a USB ver-
sion is also available. The software will not work without it. The keys are clearly 
marked "Level I", "Level II", and "Level III".

As you read this manual, you may see screenshots or read about features of ID Card 
Maker that are different from what you see on your own monitor. That is because 
you are running a different level key with features that are not present. We have 
tried to indicate clearly through use of icons in the margins of this manual which 
application features are associated with which "levels." � 
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Here is a brief description of what this software package has to offer:

Database
� Based on Microsoft Access 2000, ID Card Maker can store up to 100,000,000 

records
� Attach to ODBC databases
� Personal information is entered in standard text fields using Windows� �point and 

click� interface
� User-definable database fields
� Perform searches for single records or groups of records
� Create completely customized reports of your data
� Import and export data to and from another database file
� �Repair and compact� utilities included for database integrity
� User accounts and passwords for database security
� More...

Badge Design
� Design badges in a �What You See Is What You Get� (WYSIWYG) window
� Badges are printed exactly the way they appear in the design window
� A �Toolbar� for quick access to commonly used commands
� Image �ghosting� and �see through�
� Unlimited badge designs
� Export card layouts
� PDF417 2D bar code
� Datastrip Superscript 2D bar code
� Single- or double-sided badge design
� Rotation of text, images, bar codes, and badge
� Up to 300% ZOOM in the design window
� Create Rosters with text, photos, headers and footers
� More...


